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Fenn her, go to. my Brethren, 
k) nd ſay unto them, Taſcend unto my F ather, 
and your Father; and to my God, and 


Jour God, John xx, 17, 
There is One God, and one . 


between God and Men, the Man Cbriſt 
Jeſus, I Timothy | 11. * 
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The PR E FA C E. 


GOME If the preſent Member bf our 
N 


Society having been long convinced, 


from diligent and ſerious enquiry into 


the Sacred Scriptures, of the unrivalled 
Majeſty, and Supremacy, of the one, 
living, and true God, and Father of all; 

and of the Worſhip due to him alone; 6 ; 
likewiſe of the true character of Jeſus 

Chriſt; and others finding themſelves 
deficient in Religious Knowledge, and 


being deſirous to be better informed; 
conſidered the beſt method of accom- 


puliſhing this deſirable end; was to meet 


together at a propoſed time and place, 


more particularly to ſearch the Scrip- 
tures, and diſcourſe upon Religious 


Subjects; thus mutually to inſtruct; and 
edify each other, We have the ſatisfac- 


tion to find this plan has been approved 
by all its Members, and hope it has in 
ſome degree anſwered the purpoſe for 


which it was intended. Therefore, this 
publication 1s not only intended as an 
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E take the earlieſt opportunity 
in our power of anſwering your 
Brief Defence of the Firſt Ar- 


| ticte of the Church of England. We 
beg leave to acquaint you in the firſt 


place, that we build our Religious noti- 
ons ſolely on the written word of God; 


that human authority 1s with us, no au- 


thority at all, farther than we find it in 
agreement with that infallible teſt ; and 
in this we follow the example of the 


Apoſtles of Jeſus Chriſt, who ſaid, they 


ought to obey God rather than men. 


Acts v. 29. 


We believe that Jeſus Chriſt con- 


ſtantly taught the doctrine of the Divine | 
Uv, but after a careful and diligent 
ſearch of the ſacred Scriptures, we cannot _ 


find that he ever taught that there are a 
plurality of perſons 1n the Divine Being, 


which you ſay he did. 
Perſon 1s ſomething fixed, 151 and 
poſitive; and the term we are per- 


ſuaded, impreſſes the ſame 1dea upon all 
A . mankind 5 


PILES 25 


6. An Anfever to | a Brief Defence of the 


mankind, viz. that of a conſcious, intel- 
ligent agent; therefore to ſay that three 
conſcious, intelligent agents, are one 
conſcious, intelligent agent, is to expreſs 
a direct contradiction, 
When you quote the paſſage where our 
Saviour ſaid © all things that the Father 
hath are mine, John xvi. 15. we are 
aſtoniſhed to ſee, that from it you aſcribe 
to him, all thoſe. Divine Attributes and 
Perfections which belong to God alone. 
You muſt have forgot that the Great 
- Jehovah, who ſpake by his Prophet Iſaiah 
faid, “ I am the Lord, that is my name, and 
my glory will I not give to another. 
Ilaiah xlii. 8. Before me there was no 
God formed, neither ſhall there be after | 
me. xliii. 10. Tam the Lord, and there is 5 
none elſe, there is no God beſi des me. xlv. "| 
He himſelf likewiſe ſpake from Mount 
Sinai to the Iſraelites and ſaid, thou ſbalt 
have no other Gods but me. Exodus xx. 3. 4 
We beg you will ſeriouſly conſider theſe 
repeated ſolemn declarations, and not ſet 
one part of the Scripture in direct con- 
tradition to another, thereby deſtroying 
the credit of the whole. 

Firſt you affirm that Jeſus had the Same 
moral attributes as the Father; now he 
was ſo far from claiming this himſelf 
that 


—— 


I — n N 2 2 7 of; 2 VR 2 
J. 2 2 
+ 30 1 2 wt gt? 1 


Firſ Article of tbe Church of England. J. 


there muſt be a correlative. 


that he rebuked a perſon who ſtiled him 
good by ſaying, Matthew xix. 17. Why 
calleſt thou me good ? there is none good but 
One, that is God; he here expreſsly 
aſſerts that there is none ſupremely, un- 


changeably, and perfectly good, but his 


Sod and Father. e 


Secondly you aſcribe to him the ſame 


natural perfeFions ; which include /elf- 
exiſtence, power, wiſdom, and knowledge, 
On the contrary, he acknowledges, 
John vi. 57. As the living Father hath ſent 
me, and I live by the Father, that he de- 


rived his very Being from, and was ſup- 
ported in it, by the Father ; and when- 


ever he called himſelf the Son of God, 


which you know is not ſeldom, he owned 
that his Father exiſted before him ; and 


that he received his exiſtence from the 


Father. The terms Father and Son, 
being relative terms neceſſarily include 
the idea of two; for to every relative 
It is there- 
fore impoſſible, that he who with any 
propriety is ſtiled Son, can be one with his 
Father God; if God, and Son of God, 


are equivalent terms, then Adam was 


God; for if two individuals can be one 
and the ſame, two other individuals may 
be ſo as well. 12 15 
With 
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8. An Anſwer to a Brief Defence of the 


With reſpe& to power, Jeſus confeſſed 
his own inability to do any thing inde- 
pendent of the Father, John v. 19. The 
Fon can do nothing of himſelf, but what be 
ſeeth the Father do; though he claimed to 
be the Son of God in a peculiar man- 
ner, yet ſtill he acted in all things, entirely 
agreeable to the will and command of 
God his Father, and by his immediate 
commiſſion, and authority, as appears by 
the following texts; John v. 30. I can of 
mine ownſelf do nothing. xiv. 28. My 
Father is greater than J. Matthew xx. 2 3. 
To fit on my right hand and on my left is 
not mine to give, but it ſhall be given to them 
for whom it is prepared of my Father. 
John iii. 35. The Father loveth the Son, 
and hath given all things into bis hand. 
x. 29. My Father which gave them me is 
greater than all, that is, he is abſolutely 
Almighty, the Supreme and uncontroul- 
able Ruler of the Univerſe; therefore 
theſe expreſſions would have been groſs 
falſehoods, if he had in any degree claimed 
an equality with the Moſt high. Perhaps 
in the next verſe you will think he aſſerted 
his being equal with the Father, when he 
ſaid, I and my Fatper are one. We believe 
he only meant that they were one in 
Deſign; and one in intention; the ori- 
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Firſt Article of the Church of England. 9. 


ginal power and authority are in the 
Father, and the exerciſe of them is com- 
mitted by him to the Son. This interpre- 


tation is fully confirmed in the xvii. 20. 


21. 22. 23. verſes. The Apoſtles of Chriſt 


taught the ſame doctrine. 1 Cor. xi. 3. 


For I would have you know, that the head 
of every man is Chriſt; and that the head 


of the woman is man; and the head of Chriſt 


is God, Epheſians iv. 6. he farther ſays, 

there is one God and Father of all, who is 

above all, and through all, and in you all. 
With reſpect to wi/dom and know- 


ledge, John vii. 16. Feſus anſwered 


them, and ſaid, my doctrine is not mine, but 
His that ſent me. Here he declared that 
how much ſoever wiſdom was diſplayed 
in his doctrines, it was none of his, but 
Was received by him from the Father. 
He often diſplayed admirable wiſdom in 
his diſcourſes with the Jews, but he ac- 
quaints us from what fountain it flowed, 
when he ſaid; John xii. 49. For 1 have 
not ſpoke of myſelf, but the Father which 
ſent me, he gave me a commandment what [ 
ſhould jay, and what I ſhould ſpeak, No 
one can read the diſcourſes of our Lord 


(if he reads with any attention) without 


obſerving how conſtantly, and even ſoli- 
citouſly he aſcribed every thing he ud, 
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and did, to the will and authority of his 
Father; beſides, whoever owns himſelf 
to be ignorant of any thing, cannot be 
perfect in either wiſdom or knowledge; 
and that his knowledge was limitted, ap- 
pears from his own words, in ſpeaking 1 
of the day of judgement. Matthew xxiv. 
36. But of that day and hour knoweth nßo 
man, no not the Angels of Heaven, but my © 
Father only. Mark xiii. 32. But of that © 
day and that hour knoweth no man, no not 
the Angels which are in Heaven, neither the 
8 on, but the Father. 
With reſpect to glory, Jeſus anſwered, if = 
I honor myſelf, my honor is nothing; it is 
my Father that honoreth me. John viii. $4. 
xvii. 22. Aud the glory which thou gaveſt 
me ] bave given them, that they may be 
one even as we are one. Acts iii. 3.13. TheGod 
of Abraham, and of Iſaac, and of Jacob, the 
God of our Fathers, hath glorified his Son 
Feſus. Epheſians i. 17. The God of our + 
Lord Feſus Chriſt, the Father of Glory may 
give unto you. All theſe ſignify that God 
is glorious in himſelf, and is the fountain 
from whence all glory is derived; the 
author of that future glory we expect, and 
to whom alone all glory ought to be 
given. Peter 1. 21. L ho by him do believe © 
inn God, that ra fed him 7 from the dead, 


and | 


— _ I 
0 i . . 
0 > * bs 2 8 7 
. 8 e „ 
. « p > - 4 2 — 
hat pl 2 . N Hs Fae . AR F 
Pt © hs Bona * — - - * 


* - on Tx, * 
D > > as Fw 1 „ 
N * 8 . — v # 
© * .. oo ev I 2 „ Mo 2 2 7, > ** e. 
*. * e * BOY 2 2 n £ 8 99, gt 2 e 
8 2 2 Fes nt b. * 
: 9 
&% EY 2 2 2 
— 2; Ke 
>; 


1 a: . * * — — 
8 1 Y 2 * * * » & 
's » * 5 + af R "bt =; 5 pen I - . © ” 
* 8 28 4 . . . 8 % „ . — 9 A 3 . 
. — ec 4 RL LE e ay 3 2 


n 
24 2 


ag tn AIR, oo 


. 


2 
5 
— 


7 2 


9 


3 3 ' 
2 n S Rap 
: = ” . N . 
P pe Fig HB, 


* 8988 
> 3 J 
n...... 


> 


I * 
* I 2 


ICE 5 


— 5 
f 


oy 


F . ySe ON II 


* SEES So 


Pax "3 N . I 
DI — x of Aro > 3 : 6 8 2 — . - x _ l : — 2 
— 2 Fo a 8 * — r 0 KK̃K«́«K 88 r ay —— wy — * 
e 2 K l $a. * n zr : h - . * r J 1 L IO r Te. gs 8 — 
N * 3 wy — & a p . 3 L * W 23 3 ** r 33 og 0A Ci ot * . * 6 2 r > 3 2 * 3 . 5 S 
5 2 — — . 5 <1 * Wer IS 2 WS a 28 —5 Rn ft EIS oh £0 7 — 0 ; V ** ö 
= — 2 A 3 1 88 r N 9 7 * * J 5 — - 4g", WS 2 0 8 & 2d pores F. ĩͤ⸗ es, n WOO Ea Re; 7 3, >. 
2 3 2. * * a $3.4 5 WS. PS. « „ . 3 n USES 23 < — 1 . 2 1 3 * — on = > — 1 
4 Ee Ta 2 wh Ir 4 ow * * 3 F£> Wo Mn n 1 n * Does 88 , — \ RR 7 Sr, — 1 TSF; 3 25 8 8 py 3 n 
<q SETS r = I. 3 : CN: a. OC COSI 533 3 "3. . — B:. on EN g 2 S2 A \ - r 222 «IF 4 3 + Sd * 8 
r 3 N 1 13 1 Sen 3 8 — 1 Mo N 0 r a de * r . We prog tha" 3 — 2 . Be 
5 r 2 n r * * WE 1 77. MERA a 1 OS os a 53 . = 28 3 «SE 27 nl Fs 22 2 ESPE os ores oy" — SA . 3 
8 25 4 7 2 I — —_— » I = 7 ; 3 4.” IS - N POE ee” 8 — 4 p 2 5 IL : 7 K — PR - 5 . 2 2 ARS 24 
5 S EF K £44 7 0 "Is 5 * 7 4 — 5 N n r fer Go, a op IK s * * 8 Fr Crs dy nd . * bets : 
4 . LIE TID SLIP ING CN 3 1 0. SY : Nn 0 CR 9 n 6 gets e . x 47 op . T „ . AF : ns NT \ 
5 28 > F 2 3 3 Gs £30. Tov WOES, a HR % . 8 8 F „ 2 = \ 5 1 1 8 s ? TN 
2 2 8 IC . 5 7 5 r + ot We” - . A 1 — » Sp Me 8 ik : * 5 x, 4 3 „ 1 2 — _— 
5 2 * 3 * 2 * A 6 Non a ms 1 7 - 888 = 2 8 3 . — Sr . - s +. "2 Dio 5 — A 
. > - 4 


N 
. 


e eee a GI RI 9 


. AA ĩ˙ s p91 noone > 07 


of the 


of his 
himſelf 
not be 
ledge ; 
ed, ap- 
Jeaking 
W. XXIV. 
weth 0 
but my 
(t of that 
„ no not 


either the 


wered, if | 
25 it 1 
1 III. 54. 
204 gaveſt 
hey may be 
8. The Go 
Jacob, the 
A his Son 
God of our 
Glory may 


y that God 


e fountain 
ved; the 
expect, and 


— —ä y — — 
— — 


| ſpecting his Church; 


a eee eee 
pa > een 


4. t 
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and gave him glory, that your -faith and doſe | 


might be in God. 


2 Peter i. 17. For be 


received from God the Father, honour and 


glory, when there came ſuch a voice to him 
from the excellent glory, this is my beloved 
Son in whom I am well pleaſed, Therefore 


the meaning of theſe words, all things 


that the Father hath are mine. John xvi. 15. 


and other ſimilar expreſſions, relate to 


that power which he received from the 
Father, to be head over all things re- 
that this is the 


meaning of this paſſage appears from the 
following texts, Matthew x1. 


Heaven and in Earth, 


the Father judgeth no man, but hath com- 
mitted alljudgment unto the Son. xiii. 


| Jeſus knowing that the Father had given all 


; things into his hands. 


We think it is hardly in the power of 


language, more effectually to exclude 


1ght to be 


n do believe 


n the dead, 


and 


the idea of the divinity of Chriſt, 


than by the texts of Scripture already 
quoted; but in anſwer to all this, you 
perhaps may ſay that in the perſon of 
Jeſus Chriſt ²⁰ natures were united, the 
vine and human. We will now enquire 

| into 


9 M- 
things are delivered unto me of my Father. 
xxvlii. 18. All power is given unto me in 
John v. 22. For 
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into that opinion. The term nature ſtands 
for an abſtract idea which can neither 


know nor do any thing, having no exiſt- 
ence but in the mind of him who con- 


ceives it; and its ſignification is more 


vague, obſcure, and confuſe, than per- 
haps any other word in the compaſs of 


language; becauſe probably the idea 


conveyed by the word nature is different 


in the mind of every ferent man; 


therefore we wiſh to know what you mean 

by two natures in one perſon. It is cer- 
_ tain that the words God and man, means 
not natures, but perſons. But you may 
ſay, that by the 7wo natures you mean 7wo 


perſons, ſo united as to become one perſon. 
In anſwer to this we would enquire what 


vyou mean by the word perſon ? We have 
already told you it conveys no other idea, 


that we know of, but that of a conſcious 


Intelligent agent ; and to call wo conſcious 


intelligent agents one conſcious intelli- 
gent agent, 1s to aſſert a moſt glaring, 
and downright contradiction. If this 
really was the caſe that he conſiſted of 


| two perſons ſo united as to be one perſon, 
in one of which he was only man, conſe- 
quently inferior to God, and in the other 


he was God, in every reſpect upon an 
equality with che Supreme Being, (there- 


by 


EDN TITTY) ON add, 567 2 18 8 E ; 
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Firſt Article of the Church of England. 13 


by making two Supreme Gods) how 1s 
it that neither himſelf, the Prophets, nor 
any of his Apoſtles once mention it; on 
the contrary, St. John his moſt favoured 
Apoſtle, when he acquaints us with the 
deſign and intention of writing his Goſ- 
pel, has the following remarkable words 
XX. xxxi. But theſe are written that ye 
night believe that Feſus is the Chriſt the 
Son of God, And except his divinity had 
been diftinc mentioned, we think it 
very improper to entertain ſuch a notion, 
ſo contrary to the reaſoning powers, 
and faculties of the human mind. We 
do not find it was believed till ſome 
hundred years after his death, when the 
corruptions of the Chriſtian Religion 
began to break out, and which have ever 
ſince been diſgracefully ſupported by 
human authority. It muſt be very per- 
plexing to the mind to think that he 
ſometimes ſpake of his human and ſome- 
times of his divine perſon ; but admitting 
he had zwornaturesor two perſons, he knew 
the day of judgment in neither of them, 
when he expresſly averred it was known 
to the Father only; and we never find 
this opinion ſupported only upon wrong 
ſuppotitions, drawn from a few doubtful 
paſſages in Scripture. 


B The 


14. An Anjwer to a Brief Defence of the 


1 text you next mention John v. 17. 
My Father worketh hitherto and 1 work, 
is no proof that he aſſociated himſelf 
with the Father, as Governor of all things 
in a way of providence, but all he could 
mean by it was, as the Father who is the 
Great Creator, Preſerver, and Governor 
of all things, exerts his power and pro 
vidential care, on the ſabbath days as well 5 
as other days; fo he (Jeſus Chriſt) work- 
ed on the ſabbath days, doing good by 
commiſſion from him. 

Tau ſeem to have committed Aa very 
heiſt, not Jenying the charge” of the 
Jews, when they accuſed him of blaſ- 
phemy, John v. 18. by ſaying that God 
was his Father, Making himſelf equal with 
God, or (as it ought to be tranſlated) 
like to God, againſt this charge he vindi- 
cates himſelf by afferting that he laid 


claim to no powers but what he had ac- 


tually received from God. Verſe xix. The 
gen can do nothing of himſelf but what he 
Jeeth the Father do, for whatſoever he doth, 
tveſe alſo doth the Sen likewiſe, and allo in 
the x chap. 31 verſe, when the Jews 
took up ſtones again to ſtone him, Je 
anſwered many good works have I fhewn 
you from my Father, {or wich of 11 
| TORS 


rip Article of the Church of England, 15. 


cor do ye fone ne? The Fews anſwered 


bim ſaying, for a good work we ſtone thee 
not, but for biojphemy, and becauſe that 


thou being a man man off thyſelf God, Feſus 
enfevered them is it net written in your law, 
1 faid ye are Gods? If he called them Gods 
unto whom the word of God came, and the 


 feripture cannot be broken, ſay ye ef Him 


whom the Father hath ſunfifed and ſent 
into the world, thou biaſpneineft, becauſe Y 


aid Tam the Son of God? i e Bl) ye of 


him whom the Father hath conf tcrared, 


ſet apart, and diſtinguiſhed from the reit 
of men by a ſupernacural birth, and by a 


communication of the ſpiris withoutmea- 
ſure, and by a ſpecial cot mmfion and 
authority to teach his will, at he 54. 
Pheielb becauſe he hath thus ole 

again 37 and 38 verſes, If I do not the 
works of my Father (ſuch works as were 
the effects of a divine power,) believe me 
not; but if I do, though you believe not me, 


| 7 De the . that ye may know and be- 
 lieve that the Ihe hom is in me, and I iu bim. 


We are of opinion by our Lord's de- 
fence of himſelf, that all which the Jews 
laid to his charge, were his -pretending 


to be the Son. 'of God, i e the Meſſiah: 


and his aſſuming a power from God 


without being really ſent by him, which 


B 2 1 in 


16 An An eber to a Brief Defence of the 


in their anger they aggravated and miſ- 
repreſented, as making himſelf God. 
hey never took him a man to be really 


60d, nor does he ſuppoſe they did in his 


anſwer. His refutation of their charge 


and vindication of himſelf, conſiſted in 


N that he was no deceiver, that he 
laid claim to no more than juſtly belong- 


ccd to kim, that he was indeed the Son | 


©: God, the Meſſiah, that tbe Father was 
in bim, aud he in the Father; i e that he 
we a power and authority from him, and 
dat his miraculous works confirmedthis. 
* © 
{at the ſelf-exiſtant Jehovah is one fingle 


2 


Perſon, and that Jeſus Chriſt did never 


rrogate to bimſelf the ſtile or title of 
God, norlay Claim to his matchleſs income 
nunicable perfections; never aſſumed 
any authority, but what was ſuitable toa 


creature, highly fayored and diſtinguiſhed 


by him ; therefore you might well have 
tparea your abuſive language of filing an 
accuſation againſt him, as being euilty 
of the blackeſt impiety, in claiming an 
equality with the moſt high; we cannot 
perceive any reaſon for ſuch harſh invec- 
tives, but entirely attribute them to the 


want of better arguments to ſupport 


your caule ; for when reaſon is weak and 
blunt 


222 ͤͤĩÜð1ſ ]-“ ʃ Ü oe 


think we have ſufficiently proved 


22 Article of the Church of England, 17. 


blunt, paſſion muſt be wheted, the only 


weapon left when reaſon fails. 

Your next quotation from the 
Scriptures, in defence of the Divinity of 
Chriſt, is John v. 23. That all men ſhould 


Honor the Son even as they honor the Father, 


and immediately follows in the ſame 


verſe, He that honoreth not the Son honoreth 
not the Father which hath ſent him. 1 e 
Who gave him his commiſſion, and thus 


taking the whole paſſage together, the 


latter part explains the former; for it 
plainly appears that Chriſt ſpake only 


of the honor that was to be paid to 
him as ſent by the Father, as God's Am- 
baſſador or meſſenger. We are perſuaded 


that all unprejudiced perſons who read 


with attention the chapter in queſtion, 


will eaſily perceive the groſs miſrepre- 


ſentation and falſe concluſion you have 


drawn from it, for verſe 19, we read, 
_ The Son can do nothing of himſelf, but what 
he ſeeth the Father do, i e without re- 
ceiving intimation from the F ather What 


he was to do. Verſe 30. I can of mine 


own ſelf do nothing, which inconteſtibly 
proves that Chriſt did et claim an equa- 


tity with his God and Father. In verſe 
22 he informs us why he was to be ho- 


nored 8 the Father hath committed 


3: a6 
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18. An Anſwer to a * Denne of the 


all judgment unto the Son, that is, he would 


judge the world by him at the laſt day, 


as appears in Acts xvii. 3 1. Becauſe he hath 
appointed a day in the which he will judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, by that Man 


whom he hath ordained, whereof be hath 
given aſſurance unto all men, in that he hath 
raiſed him from the dead. He was allo to 


be honored on account of the miracles 
which the Heavenly Father had enabled 
him to perform, and the high dignity, 
with which he was already inveſted, and 
would in due time be raiſed to; and this 
honoring of Chriſt conſiſted | in receiving 


and obeying his doctrines; not in re- 


ceiving him as the moſt high God, or in 
worſhiping, and praying to him, as to 
God himſelf, but believing him tobe the 
great Prophet and Meſſenger o long 


foretold and promiſed. 


Your next text in defence of the Tri- 


nity is Matthew xvii. 19. Go ye there- 


fore and teach all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoſt, which baptiſm was 
only an act 4 they made an open 

profeſſion of their belief in, and their 
obligation to practice that religion, which 
God the Father had revealed to, and 
taught by the Son, and confirmed by the 
miraculous 


Firſt dricle if the Church of Blat 19. 


nireculous gifts of the Holy Spirit; leſt | 


this ſenſe of the foregoing paſſage ſhould | 


| be deemed inſufficient by you, we have 


thought proper to ſelect the following 
texts, after which we have drawn our 


concluſion, Exodus x. 16. Then Pharoah 
called for Moſes and Aaron in haſte, and 
aid, I have ſinned againſt the Lord your 


God and againſt you. Obſerve what Moſes 


ſays, Deut. xxix. 5 and 6. And I have led 
you forty years in the Wilderneſs, your” 
clothes are not waxen old upon you and thy 
hoe is not waxen old upon thy foot. Ye 
Have not eaten bread neither have ye drank 


wine orſtrong drink, that ye might know that 
I am the Lord your God. 1 Sam. xii. 18, 
And all the congregation Bleſſed the Lord 

God of toeir Fathers, and bowed down their 


heads and worſhipped the Lord and the 
King. By this method of drawing your 


inference that Chriſt and the Holy Spirit 
are God by being joined with the Father, 


in the paſſage in queſtion, you muſt ac- - 


knowledge that Moſes and Aaron, Sa- 


muel and David were likewiſe Gods; 1 
but it appears that however ſolemnly any 
perſons may be joined with God, it never 


proves their equality with him; and we 
would farther obſerve that the Apoſtles, 


who were the beſt judges of our Lord's 
intentions, did not cone practice this 


form 
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. form of baptiſm, or think it of much 
1 importance, as appears from many in- 
| ſtances in the Acts of the Apoſtles, and 
HT in St. Paul's Epiſtles, Acts ii. 38. Peter 
1 ſays be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Feſus Chriſt, x. 48. He com- [| 
, ney manded them to be baptized in the = 
name of the Lurd xix. 5. When they * 
heard this they were baptized in the name 
of the Lord Feſus. Romans vi. 3. 
Know ye not that ſo many of us as © 
were baptized into Feſus Chriſt, were 
baptized into his death, Gal. ili. 27. 
For as many of you as have been bap- 


I tized into Chriſt have put on Chriſt, 

_ i You farther add, that the Doctrine of 
ww a Trinity of Perſons in the unity of one 
divine nature, is a doctrine of expreſs 
Revelation ; on the contrary, we do not 
find the term Trinity ſo much as once 

mentioned throughout the Scriptures ; 
the Doctrine both of the Old and New 
_ Teſtament is that there is one God and 
Father of all, and that this Jehovah is 


one ſingle perſon; and not more than 
one, 1s demonſtrated beyond the poſſibi- 
lity of confutation by the manner 1n 
which he is introduced ſpeaking of him- 
ſelf, and in which others are found to 
ſpeak of, and to addreſs him. Thus 
1 Ilalah 
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Firſt Article of the Church of England. 21. 


Ifaiah xlv. 5. I am the Lord and 


_— 1s none elſe, there is no God beſides 


Pſalm lxxxvi. 10. For thou art 


port and doeft 9 things ; thou 


art God alone, C. 3 and 4. Know ye 


that the Lord he is God, it is he that 
hath made us and not we ourſelves, we 
are his people, and the ſheep of his pal- 
ture Enter into his gates with thanks- 
giving, and into his courts with praiſe, 
be thankful unto him, and ſpeak good 
of his name. 1 Corinth. viii. 4. 
We hnow that an idol is nothing in the 
world, and that there is none other God 


but one. ö verſe, But to us there 1s 
but one God the Father, Theſe pro- 


nouns, I, thou, me, thee, he, him, his, 
can no way be ſuppoſed to ſignify more 
_ perſons than one; if this be not certain, 


we can be certain of nothing. 


When we ſurvey the conſequences 
which proceed from the Trinitarian 
doctrine, by its effectually preventing 
the converſion of Jews and Mahometans, 
as well as perplexing the minds of Chriſ- 


tians themſelves ; we cannot help lament- 
ing that ſo excellent a ſyſtem of religion 
as that contained 1 in the holy Scriptures, 


Which ; 
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which is ſo well ſuited to our nature and 


our circumſtances, ſo admirably calcu- 
lated to promote the happineſs of indi- 


viduals, and the weltare of ſociety, ſhould | 


have 1ts native beauty defaced, and its 
beneficial influence obſtructed by unin- 


telligible and abfurd doctrines, eſta- 
bliſhed and Fupported by human 


authority, 
You next proceed to inſert a few texts 


in defence of the Plurality and Trinity of 
Perſons in the Godhead, The firſt is Gen. 
1. 26. And God ſaid let us make man 


in our image after our likeneſs. Chap. 


ii. 28. And the Lord God ſaid, behold 


the man is become as one of us. Theſe 
appear to us to be very weak and of 
little conſequence, for we read in the 


fame chapter that God created the 


Heavens and the Earth, verſe 3. And 
God ſaid let there be light, and therewas 
light. 27. So God created man in bis 


own image, in the image of God created 


he him, male and female created he 


them. As this chapter is a deſcription 
of the creation and no more, the writer 1s 
not laying down what we are to believe, 
or who is the object of Worſhip; there- 
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fore under theſe circumſtances it is not 
to be wondered that he ſhould introduce 
the Plural inſtead of the Singular num- 


ber, it being more magnificent and ma- 


jeſtic; for what other reaſon can be 


poſſibly given for earthly ſovereigns 
| adopting the ſame language? We muſt 
all allow that the Jews underſtood the 


writings of the Old Teſtament in their 
own language better than we do, and 
we know they had not the leaſt idea of 


a2 a plurality of perſons in the Godhead ; 
and however the paſſages in queſtion may 
appear to favour the Trinitarian doc- 


trine, it is entirely proved to be ground- 
leſs at the delivery of the law. 


The next text is from Mat. xxiii. 19. 


Baßptixing them in the name of the : 
Father, and of the Son, and of the 


Holy Ghoſt, this we have already fully 


anſwered. 
You next SEN to 2 Corin. xiii. 14. 


The grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


and the love of God, and the commu— 
nion of the Holy Ghoſt be with you all, 


as if the Apoſtle had ſaid I pray God 


that ye may be partakers of the favour 
which his love hath beſtowed upon us 


by Jeſus Chriſt, and that ye may ſhare in 


the 
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24 An Anſwverto @ Brief Defence of the 


the e gifts and all needful 
aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit; if from the 
above text you infer the plurality of 
perſons in the Godhead by the Son and 


Holy Spirit being joined with the Father, 


for the ſame reaſon you muſt allow that 
the elect Angels would conſtitute 
one of the perſons in the Godhead 
from the words of the ſame Apoſtle, 
1 Tim. v. 21. I charge thee before 
God, and the Lord Feſus Chriſt, and 
the elect angels, that thou obſerve 
theſe things, Your laſt paſſage i in de- 


fence of the Plurality of Perſons in 


the Godhead, is from 1 John v. 7. 
There are three that bear record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Word, and 
the Holy Ghoſt, and theſe three are one. 


If the 5 of this verſe that ſeems to 
countenance your opinion was genuine, 


it would not prove that the three here 


mentioned are one God, for it is not ſaid 

theſe three are one intelligent Being, one 
Perſon, but one and the ſame teſtimony ; 
but we are informed by the writings of 


Mr. Lindſey, and other authors well ac- 
quainted with the Greek Language, that 
it is not of the fas of St. John, but 


has 
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crept into ſome Lark manuſcripts of the 
new teſtament in later times. Dr. Jortin 
calls it a ſpurious text, which is ſtill. 


maintained in bold defiance to the fulleſt 


and cleareſt evidence againſt it. Luther 


and Bullinger likewiſe, at the time of the 


reformation omitted it in their German 


tranſlations; in ſhort, we do not think 
ourſelves bound to dwell longer on this 


of the 7 and 8 verſes is for there are three 
that bear record, the Spirit, the Water, and 


fence of the plurality of Perſons in the 


other you alledge in defence of the divinity 
let him be your fear and let him be your dread. 
And be ſball be for a ſanctuary; but for a 
bauſes of Iſrael, with 1 Peter ii. 7 and 8. 
The ſtone which the builders diſallowed the 
ſame is made the head of the corner, and a 


an impartial reader compare theſe paſ- 


-”” MS the 


paſſage, as the famous Trinitarian writer 
Dr. Waterland, gives it up as indefen- 
ſible ; all that is found to be genuine 


the Blood, and theje three agree in one. 
After having anſwered your texts in de- 

Godhead, we proceed next to anſwer thoſe 
of Chriſt, firſt you compare I ſaiah viii. 13, 
and 14. Sandtiſy the Lord of Hoſts himſelf, and 


ſtone of tumbling and roch of offence tc 1575 5 


ſtone of ſtumbling, and rech of Hence. Let 


1 together and he will obſerve that | 
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46. An rr fo a Brief Defence of the 


the only thing which could have proved i 
your inference from it to be juſt, is en- 
tirely wanting in the latter verſe, for . 


there 15 not an example throughour the. 
Scriptures, of either St. Peter or any | -- 
other, giving the title of Lord of Hoſts | 
to Jeſus Chriſt, We look upon this || 
as the weakeſt argument you have hi- | 
therto propoſed, and are ſo far from be- | 
ing confuted by it, that it tends only to | 
confirm us more in our former opinion ; | 
' beſides it is manifeſt the firſt relates only 
Wo: to the wickedneſs of the Jews in the 
: time of the Prophet in rebelling againſt 
| the Lord of Hoſts, and the latter to 
| their deſcendants in not properly re- 
ceiving Jeſus Chriſt as the promiſed 
Meſſiah, and on that account only he 
1s called a ſtone of ſtumbling, and 
rock of offence, to his unbelieving bre- 
thren, You then compare, Iſaiah vi | 
5. Mine eyes have ſeen the King, the Lord 
, Hoſts, with John xii. 41. Theſe things | © 
: =p aid Eſaias, when he jaw bis (Chriſt's) | | 
1 glory, and ſpake of him. The true meaning 4 
ſeems to be when Eſaias ſaw the glory of 
God the Father, revealing to him the |} 
coming of Chrift, he then ſaw the glory of | ; 
4 


s 5 


him who was to come in the g/ory of his 
Halber. Ma trhew xvi. 27, Eſaias in be- 
Holging 


Fir A. ticle of the Church of England. 27: 


nolding the glory of God, and in re- 


ceiving from him a revelation of the 
coming of Chriſt ſat (i e foreſaw) the glory 
of Chrift, juſt as Abraham, John viii. 56. 


_ ſaw (that is foreſaw) bis day, and was 


glad. If we be aſked what was the 
ory of Chriſt, we anſwer, it was bring- 


ing the loſt human race out of dar kneſs, | 
. 1dolatry, and ruinous vice, to the prac- 
_ tice of piety and virtue, and pointing out 
the path which leads to eternal happineſs. 


The next compariſon you inſert, is 


from Rev. xxii. 6. The Lord God of the 


Holy Prophets ſent his Angel to ſhew unto 


bis ſervants the things which muſt ſhortly 
e done, with verſe 16 of the ſame Chap- 
ter, I Jeſus have ſent mine Angel to teſtify 
unto you theſe things in the Churches, The 
ſame deficiency appears in this as in a 
former paſſage, for it is ſaid, the Lord 
God of the Holy Prophets ſent his 
Angel, and in the latter, I Jeſus (that 


is the common name of a man) have 
ſent mine Angel, therefore we think the 


above are ſufficiently anſwered in the 1 
Chap, and 1 Verſe, The Revelation of 
| Feſus Chriſt which God gave unto him, to 


ſhew unto his ſervants things which muſt 


_ hortly come lo paſs, and be (i. e. Chriſt) ſent 
aud fognified it by his Angel, (i. e. by a pro- 
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28 An Auſever to u Brief Defence of the 


phetic voice, dream, viſion, or inſpirati- 
on) unto his ſervant Fohn, In the former 


part of the verſe Jeſus Chriſt is contra- 


diſtinguiſhed from God as receiving the 
revelation (i. e. the knowledge) from 


God the Father, of things which muſt 
ſhortly come to paſs, and with which he 
was betore unacquainted; and at ſame 


time gave him (i. e. Chriſt) a command 


to ſignify it unto his ſervant John. If 
Jeſus Chriſt as you ſay, is ſupreme God, 
and poſſeſſed of all perfections, who was 


there to reveal any ſecrets to him, or to 


give him commands to execute? 


You compare Pſalm, Ixxvili. 56. 
They tempted and provoked the moſt high 


"@ 2d, with I. Cor. x. 9. neither let us 


tempt Chriſt, as ſome of them alſo tempted. 


In the former of theſe, you obſerve the 


perſon they (the Iſraelites) tempted, is 
calied the moſt high God, but in the 


latter, he is called Chriſt, and: on that 


account, you alledge that Chriſt is the 
moſt high God. But it is very obvious 


the Apoſtle could mean no ſuch thing, 
tor he is exhorting his Corinthian con- 


verts, not to tempt Chriſt as ſome of 
them (the Iſraelites) tempted; who did 
they tempt? not Chriſt but the moſt. 
high God, and for it were deftroyed of 
Seipente, and this will evidently appear 
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to be the true ſenſe, by the preceeding 
verſes, You then proceed to Romans 


ix. v. Of whom as concerning the fleſh, 
_ Chrift came, who is over all, God bleſſed 


for ever, Amen. The true meaning of 
the text will beſt appear by comparing 
it with others, written by the ſame 
Apoſtle, Romans 1. 25. Whochanged the 


truth of God into a lie, and worſhipped and 
ſerved the creature more than the creator, 
1 who is bleſſed for ever. Amen. Rom. x. . 
| If thou ſhalt confeſs with thy mouth, the 


Lord Jeſus and ſhalt believe in thine heart 


that God hath raiſed him from the dead, 


thou ſhalt be ſaved. xv. 6. That ye may 
with one mind, and one mouth glorify God, 


even the Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 
I. Cor. viii. 5. and 6. For though there 


be that are called Gods, whether in Heaven 


o mm earth, (as there ve Gods many, 4 and 
Lords many, ) but to us there is but Ore 


God, the Father of whom are all things, 
and we in him, and one Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
II. Cor. i. 3. Bleſſed be God, even the La- 
ther of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, X1. 31. The 


Cad and Father of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, 


Which ts bleſſed for evermore, knoweth that 


lie not, Eph. i. 3. Bleſſed be theGodand Fa- 


ther of our 3 Jeſus Chriſt. Eph. iv. 
5. and 6. There is one Lord, ( Jeſus 2 * 
one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God, and Ha- 
ther of alt, who ts above all, aid through 
' Bk all, 
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30 An Anſwer to a Brief Defence of the 


all, and in you all, Mark, xiv. 61. 
Again the high prieſt aſked him, and ſaid 
unto him, art thou the Chriſt the Son of the 


Pleſſed, and Feſus ſaid I am, If you think 


the text in queſtion proves the divinity 
of Chriſt, ours at the {ſame time, muſt 


_ prove that the Apoſtle contradicts him- 
ſelf, if you turn to the place, Romans 
ix. 5. You will ſee that he is enumer- 


ating and extolling the religious advan- 
tages and privileges of the Jewiſh peo- 
ple, and cloſes the whole with ſaying, of 
whom as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came, 
1, e. that even Chriſt himſelf, was a man 


of the Jewiſh nation, Now can any one 


imagine, that St. Paul after having ſaid, 
this ſhould go on to add that the ame 
perſon of their kindred and nation, an 
Iſraelite born, was the moſt high God, 
bleſſed for ever, a thing that muſt have 
ſhocked them, and turned them againſt 
every thing elſe that he could offer, as 
they were unmoveably rooted in this, that 
there was no other God beſides Jehovah, 


the God of their Fathers. The learned + 


well know, and the unlearned ſhould _ 
be acquainted, that after the words, Of 
whom as concerning the fleſh, Chriſt came 
ſhould be put, a full ſtop, and then to 
follow in a ſentence by itſelf God, who is 
over all, be bleſſed for ever, This we 
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Firſt Article of the Church of England It. 


think a proper conſtruction of the Apoſ- 


tles words, and it is very agreeable to 


his manner of writing, to throw in ſuch 


devout ejaculations, and then proceed 


* his ſubject. 


- 


Four laſt text produced in defence 


of the divinity of Chriſt, is extract- 
ed from I. John, v. 20. We are in 
Him that is true even in his Son Jeſus 


Chriſt, this is the true God and eternal 
life. We find that thoſe parts of the 


verſe which appear to favour the divinity | 
of Jeſus Chriſt, were never thought to 
belong to him in the firſt ages of the 
_ Goſpel, nor would they in theſe latter 
times, if the verſe had been properly 


rendered. Nothing now ſeems neceſſary to 


have a right underſtanding of this paſſage 


but a juſt tranſlation, which we ſhall now 
preſent you with, we know that the Son of 


Cod is come, and hath given us an under- 
 Randing3 that we mayknowthe true God, and 
_ we are in him that is true fie God ) by 
bis Son Feſus Chriſt, He then concludes 
This is the true God, and eternal life. 


The meaning is, this is the true God, 


and the way chat leads to him, the true 
religion and way to eternal life, viz, the 
— of the true God according to the 
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directions, or as the diſciples of Jeſus 
Chriſt, Finally we refer you to St. John, 
XVII. 3. which greatly illuſtrates, and 


confirms our interpretation of it. And 
this is life eternal, that they might know. 
thee, the only true God, ae 72 efus Chriſt 
whom thou haſt ſent. 
Of the third perſon in the Trinity, 


the Holy Ghoſt, We cannot fee any 


reaſon to believe, that the Holy Ghoſt, 


(or as it ought. always to be tranſlated 


the holy Spirit) is a diſtin& intelligent 


being, or agent, from God himſelf, but 
only the power, the influence, or energy 
of God, for our Saviour and his Apoſtles 


appear utterly unacquainted with any 
God or divine perſon called the Spirit, 


or Holy Spirit, diſtin& from the heavenly 


| Father of all, whom they ſtile the only 
true God, ad. we never find that they 
either prayed themſelves, or directed 


Others to pray to the Holy Spirit, as they 


did to God the Father continually, and 


which aſſuredly they would not have neg- 


lected, had there been any ſuch perſon, 
who was God equal to the Father; and 
though they make mention of the gifts of 
the ſpirit, theſe gifts are not deſcribed as 


aſked of, or given by the Spirit, which 
unqueltionably would have been at leaſt 
Jo! netimes 
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ſometimes done, had there been any ſuch 
perſon who was God, and equally with 
the Father, to be acknowledged and 

worſhiped. Indeed the Spirit, or Holy 
Spirit of God, is put directly for God 


himſelf, and this by the ſame analogy, 


that the ſpirit of a man, ſtands for the 
man himſelf, as 1 Cor. ii. 11 For what 
man knoweth the things of a man, ſave the 
ſpirit of a man which is in him? even ſo 
the things of God knoweth no man but the 
irit of God, The ſpirit of God here, is 
God himſelf, as the ſpirit of a man, is 
the man himſelf. So in the following and 


many other places, Dan. ii. 3. my /pirit 
Was troubled ; 1. e. I was troubled; Luke 
i. 47. my ſpirit hath rejoiced; i. e. I have 


rejoiced; ii Cor. ii. 15. 1had no reſt in my 

_ dpirit. i. e. in myſelf. And the fame 

language concerning God is met with 
in ſcripture, Pſalm cxxxix. 6. Whither 
ſhall I go from thy ſpirit ? 1. e. from thee. 
cxliii. 10. Thy ſpirit is good; i. e. Thou 
art good. Iſaiah Ixiii. 10. They rebelled 
and vexed his holy ſpirit; 1. e. vexed him 
the Lord. In the parallel place Numb. 
xiv. 11. it is, How long will this people 
provoke me? Thus Acts xili. 12. The Holy 
_ Ghoſt (i. e. Spirit, or God himſelf) Haid, 
ſeparate me Barnabas and Paul for . 
N | wor 


7» Ky 
gs 
8 #6 
Fs 
Th 2 
5 1 
"x  3* d 
. e 
* * 82 8 
$42 
„ 8 
N 
8 ©. 
2# 1 
n 9 £79 
I 298 
88 * 
8 " * 0 
TEIN * 
0 5 1 12 4 "7s 
F * * 
F 6AM EE; 1 x08 
LS STRAY 
' 15 „ 
n 
1 * a 
= 154 n 
e ** 8 

N . S 

14 DSM $0 ot 

8 * i. Rae 2 

D 

1 8 5 * 9 Pad 

, e Ne ; 

« 2 * Hh. 93% v5 
1 Mt 15.05 2 »- 
. n * * 

; n ; 
'S ws y * . 
1 4 . X 1 

r 
o I. WAG 

: Wt 1 * 

27 4 Me, \ 

. & . 8 
V 
— 1 5 ' * l 

: . „ $6 7 

e 
8 hs % v8 A 

d 3 * 

8 AM 7 2 . * \ 

#4 N n 4 0 
F ' 8 8 * 1 

4 3 ed 7 * 
; 4 ED "Ye La HR 
*, 34 yy 1 FI 
: $1 £2) ann 

\ EYRE n 

l f 1 7 . 
> Sa | * 1 * 
1 e 
x -. N 
; USD SAN 7" 
A 9857 - 
29 d 
s 5 FER IO 
* ES 
- : 7 
. 
5 5 7 „* 8 
S 
9 * 3 8 
1 3 
e 
; k . 
C 2 is 
54 1 = 2 
{ 5 * *. 4 
4 WY Re 
44 I w q by % ' 
| { N 3 Fa 2 
£4 64 7 
ty 4 o I 
? . = 
| 
G = 
7 


5 


BBA TT 
0 T a 0 Y o * ER e 81 Ce IH 
SCC ͤ Okt ee RY 25 n n ? 
N 0 - BAT? 1 1 * oa. La 72 TY « 4 * 
n n 
4 . * "TY 2 7 ! 


* 

bp 
IS = 
#7 
7 
79 

1 
17 
Bt 

& 
[1 


34. An Answer to a Brief Defence of the 


work whereunto I have called them. Chriſt 

himſelf alſo confirms our opinion in his 
diſcourſe with the woman of Samaria, 
John iv. 24. God is a ſpirit; and they that 


worſhip him muſt worſhip him in ſpirit and 
in truth. The paſſage from Hebrews v. 
4. No man taketh this honour to himſelf but 


He that is called of God, relates to the tribe 
of Levi being ſet apart for the Prieſthood 


by God himſelf. You compare Acts v. 


3. Why hath Satan filled thine heart to lie 


againſt the Holy Ghoſt ? (i. e. holy Spirit, 


or God himſelf) with verſe 4. Thou haſt 


not lied unto men but unto God; You next 

compare 1 Cor. iii. 16. The temple of God 

7s Holy, which temple are ye. with i Cor. vi. 
19. Know ye not that your bodies are the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghoſt ? (i. e. Holy Spirit, 


or God himſelf). If any farther anſwer 


— required to theſe latter texts, we refer 


you to what we have ſaid above upon this 
ſubject. 


Four laſt text brought in defence of _ 
the divinity of the Holy Ghoſt is from 


Acts iv. 24. 25. They lift up their voice to 
God with one accord, and ſaid, Lord, thou 
art God, which haſt made heaven and earth, 
and the ſea, and all that therein is; who by 


the mouth of thy ſervant David has ſaid Sc. 
All chat we think is neceſſary to obſerve 


here 
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Firſt Article of the Church of England. 35 


here is, to remind you that the Holy 
Ghoſt (i. e. Spirit) which ſpake by the 
mouth of David is the ſame God to whom 
the Apoſtles addreſs this prayer, and 


who, as is obſerved by the writer of the 


epiſtle to the Hebrews i. 1. at ſundry times 


and in divers manners ſpake in time paſt to 
the Fathers by the Prophets. In the note 
in your fourth page you tell us, the Epiſ- 


tle of Barnabas is generally believed to 
be genuine & written by the companion 
of St. Paul, but we have the beſt authority 
to aſſert, that the writer of it is entirely 


unknown : as ſuch, it is of no conſequence 
in this controverſy. As to the teſtimo- 


ny of Pliny (who was an heathen writer) 


concerning the Chriſtians in his province 


ſinging hymns to Chriſt as a God, we 
look upon to be of ſo little ſignification, 
as to require no farther anſwer, nor any 
thing elſe, but what! is elected from ſerip- 


tures. 


3 The CONCLUSION. 


15 158 writings of the New T eſtament 


contain the hiſtory of our redemption, 


the rules of our duty, the diſcoveries of a 


future ſtate, and the like important ſub- 
jects, they are of infinite conſequence to 


mankind, and therefore ought to be tran- 
5 ſlated 


Were 
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36 Au Aale, fo a Brief Def of the 


lated with care and accuracy. The er- 


rors of men ſhould never be received for 
the wiſdom of God; and as we have in 
ſome few places alluded to the incorrect- 


neſs of the preſent tranſlation, perhaps 
you may have ſome objection to the pro- 
priety of this part of our conduct. Ho]ů 
ever, we think ourſelves, and every one 


who has truth for his object, entirely juſ- 


tifiable in this particular; for we ſee no 
reaſon why we ſhould entirely abide by 
it, as it was done by fallible men like 


ourſelves. It is certainly a valuable work, 
has many excellencies, and is deſerving 


of the higheſt eſteem; but we have reaſon 


to believe is by no means free from im- 


perfections; theſe have been clearly poin- 
ted out and undeniably proved by many 
learned men; and a great many of the 
errors too, when abſtractly taken, ſeem to 


favour the Trinitarian opinion. 
When we compare the merits of the 
Unitarian and Trinitarian doctrines, the 


advantage manifeſtly appears in favour 
of the former; for it is not only conſiſtent 
with the light of reaſon, the works of na- 
ture, and the diſcoveries made to us by 


divine Revelation, but has this farther to 


recommend it, being clear and intelligi- 


ble, adapted to the meaneſt capacity; ne 
es fa for 


for 


Firſt Article of the Church of England. 37. 


for theſe reaſons is eminently calculated 


for the beliefof all mankind. A Religi- 
on of which God is the author, and the 
populace the object, muſt be in all its 
fundamentals, plain, ſimple, and level to 


the underſtanding of the moſt illiterate, 


needing only to be fairly propoſed in or- 


der to be aſſented to. But the Trinitari- 


an doctrine can have no claim to theſe 


ms 7h therefore cannot be the neceſ- 


ary and fundamental doctrine of Chriſti- 


anity, being dark, obſcure, and unintel- 


ligible, above the comprehenſion of man- 
kind, and is univerſally acknowledged 


even by its advocates to be a myſtery, 


and beyond conception. 
This, and other ſimilar doctrines, put 
it out of the power of the generality of 


mankind gaining a knowledge of that 
Religion which was intended to make 
them wiſer, and better; but on the con- 
trary, tends to encourage the practice of 
immorality and vice: for how can it be 
expected that men ſhould do the will of 
God, whilſt they are ignorant of it? 
The Lord of Hoſts ſays by the Prophet 
Hoſea, iv. 6, My people are deſtroyed for 
lack of knowledge. 
If by the bleſſing of God upon our 
_ endeavours to lead, and to be led into all 


truth, 
D 
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truth, we ſhall be ſo happy as to bring 
you to entertain the ſame views of theſe ® 


things with ourſelves, we ſhall rejoice 


together ; ; bur if after all the arguments 
we have advanced, and the .proofs we 
have brought, we ſhould {till be unable 
to convince you of the truth of our 


opinion, we truſt you will at leaſt be 


diſpoſed to think with more candour of 


ſome of your fellow-Chriſtians, who love 


the Goſpel, and are zealous for its honor, 
tho' you may think them miſtaken in 


their different conceptions concerning 


this material point of religion. 


We are, SIR, 


Your very humble Servants, 


The UNITARIAN SOCIETY, 


POSTSCRIPT, 


An n to 4 Brief Defence of the | 
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Teſus Chriſt, 


POSTSCTLIPT. 


+* 


IL E s I ſome readers, after the pe- 
ruſal of the foregoing pages, fhould be 
deſirous to ſee the principles held by the 
Society relating to God, and the cha- 


racter of Chriſt, ſummed up in a brief 


— 
e 


mannes, weave here ſummarily inſerted 


5 0 


WE believe that there is One, only, 
living, and true God ; and that he is 


infinitely powerful, wiſe, juſt, and good. 


That he alone is the great creator, the 
kind preſerver, the abſolute and righte- 


ous governor, over all things, therefore, 


the only proper object of religious wor- 
ſip. That he is ſelf-exiſtent, indepen- 
dent, unchangeable, eternal. We believe 


that he is in the ſtrict and abſolute ſenſe 


of the word ONE. That all other beings 


derive their exiſtence from him. That 


he never had, nor ever will have an equal. 
That he is the God of the whole uni- 


verſe; the God of Abraham, of Iſaac, 


of Jacob, of the Prophets and Apoſtles, 
and the God and Father of our Lord 
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_ our God. 


of JESUS, CHER LTH. 
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We believe that the man CHRIST Fo 


was the true Meſſiah, who Was fototold 


and promiſed by the Prophets in the 


Old Teſtament, and whoſe birth, life; 


and, - EwrreRion - are 
Was the 
tinguiſhed meſſenger to men; his %yp 
vinely inſpired prophet ; the piöôus, 0 
humble, and devout worſhipper of hiw 

Father, and our Father, of his God, and 
We alſo believe that for his 
perfect obedience. and ſubmiſſion to the 


miracles, death, 
meonided:3 in the new. That 


will of his heavenly Father; for his vir- 
tuous ſufferings in the cauſe of truth ; 


and eſpecially. "for his dying, in order to 
give us a proof of our reſurrection from 
the dead, that God has highly exhalted 
him, and raiſed him to power and digni- 
ty, not only above the human race, but 
above the higheſt angels; and finally, 


that God will judge the world 1 him at 


the Jaſt day. 
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